Directional coronary atherectomy complications and management.
Directional coronary atherectomy provides a predictable outcome in selected cases; however, DCA may still result in significant complications in a small number of patients. Although many of the complications are similar to those associated with PTCA, some of the complications are unique or more frequently observed with DCA. These complications are often preventable with adequate case selection and appropriate technique. Because of significant differences in the atherectomy procedure compared to PTCA, the operator should recognize and understand the technical differences to prevent potentially serious complications.